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What’s your    legacy?
Mankato’s residents are the city’s most 
important assets. We’re proud of the 
city’s residents and their volunteerism 
and neighborly approach, which are 
cornerstones of our community. Because 
of you, Mankato is the place where 
we choose to live, work and play. Help 
continue making Mankato a better place. 
Leave a legacy through placemaking 
opportunities in Mankato’s Wish Book 
that build on community assets and 
inspire generations to come by creating 
public spaces that benefit everyone. 
While Mankato’s Wish Book highlights 
opportunities; there are many other ideas 
that can be considered. We invite you to 
explore the many possibilities with us and 
help make wishes a reality. 

Thank you for considering items in 
Mankato’s Wish Book.

Contact us and leave a mark. 

Mankato City Council

Patrick Hentges
City Manager
507-387-8695
phentges@mankatomn.gov



Bridge

A pedestrian/bike connection over the Blue Earth River would link Sibley and 
Land of Memories parks. Connectivity would make it easy to travel from park 
to park while also adding an interesting architectural structure to the parks’ 
landscapes. 

Opportunity=$2.5 million

Architectural rendering by Bolton & Menk

A window to legacy



© David Lally and licensed for reuse under the Creative Commons License.

Splash pad at
Tourtellotte Pool

A splash pad would provide a 
recreational opportunity to enjoy 
water activities with little to no 
standing water. Splash pads 
feature sprinkler like water sprays 
with a variety of nozzles and may 
also include moving features to 
entertain children. 

Opportunity=Based on project scope

A window to legacy



Pow wow grounds updates

Land of Memories Park is home to the annual Mahkato Wacipi Pow Wow, 
which has celebrated more than 40 years of Native American culture in 
Mankato. Such improvements could include lighting, a stage, announcer 
stand, arbor, dance area and seating canopy. All would help enhance the 
pow wow grounds in Land of Memories Park to help ensure the pow wow 
continues into the future as a Mankato destination.

Opportunity=up to $350,000

Native American themed-playground and educational plaques
in Land of Memories Park

A Native American themed playground and educational plaques would 
pay tribute while also teaching about local history. Ultimately, a themed 
playground can be a place to play, encourage imagination and engage 
children and visitors alike in Native American history and culture.

Opportunity=$300,000

A window to legacy

Photo courtesy of Landscape Structures.



Amphitheater canopy

Partially surrounded by Kasota stone (native to the Mankato 
region), the amphitheatre in Riverfront Park is a popular venue 
and was named as a top outdoor entertainment destination in 
Minnesota. By adding a new canopy to the amphitheater, the venue 
can be better protected from the weather to increase its usage.  In 
addition, a canopy can add visual interest.

Opportunity=$250,000

A window to legacy

Reprinted with permission. Photo by Michael Foley, RiverTowns Multimedia.

Photo reprinted with permission by Visit Fargo-Moorhead.

© AJ Brown Imaging.



Lighting on Veteran’s Memorial Bridge

Aesthetic lighting on the bridge will help enhance the link between 
Mankato and North Mankato. At night the bridge will become 
a visual landmark; creating a unique night-time signature that 
transforms the structure into an icon for the community. Lighting 
may have the possibility to change colors based on holidays, 
sports, seasons or special events. 

Opportunity=$250,000 

Athletic/recreational fields and facilities

Community athletic/recreational fields and facilities can bring all 
people together. They play an important role in adding to a healthy 
community.

Opportunity=$250,000
 Based on project scope

Fountain

Fountains help enhance landscaping by serving as a focal point in 
a city park or area. A replica of the former fountain in Washington 
Park would serve as a historical remembrance of the park’s past. 
In addition to creating a natural environment for animals such 
as butterflies, frogs and birds, fountains also provide refuge, 
stress relief and are appreciated by all generations. A fountain in 
Washington Park would not only serve as a historical element, it 
would also be a replica of the one formerly located here. It was 
removed during war times because these types of items were 
recycled for use with war efforts.

Opportunity=up to $200,000

Memorial sculpture honoring Dakota

This model moccasin was given to Bud Lawrence by Vernell 
Wabasha in the mid 1990s while Reconciliation Park was being 
developed. The moccasin idea was to create a similar, but much 
larger moccasin to serve as a flower bed, or for other plants. The 
moccasin sculpture could be placed in Reconciliation Park as a 
tribute to the Dakota. Lawrence, a longtime Mankato resident, 
played a significant role in reconciliation efforts and forming 
the Mahkato Wacipi Pow Wow.  Wabasha also suggested the 
construction of the existing buffalo, resting benches and the 
memorial plaque remembering the names of the 38 Dakota in 
Reconciliation Park.  

Opportunity=$60,000 and above

Labyrinth

A labyrinth will provide an interesting way for people to reflect 
and meditate as they walk its path. Reflection and meditation 
can positively impact mental clarity and can contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle.

Opportunity=up to $60,000 

Enhancements and upgrades to veterans memorials
Sibley Park historical marker
Honor veterans who served in World War I through the addition 
of paver stones made of cobblestone at the foot of the 
historical plaque. A decorative gated fence surrounding the 
plaque would complement the pavers and further enhance the 
memorial.

Opportunity=$1,000

Vietnam Memorial
Help enhance the Vietnam Memorial to honor those who have 
sacrificed to serve the country by adding a footbridge. The 
footbridge will cross the creek to connect the pathway around 
the prairie plantings in Rasmussen Woods to the memorial.  

Opportunity=$25,000

Caboose

Restoration of the caboose in Riverfront Park can 
commemorate the role trains have played in Mankato history.

Opportunity=up to $50,000 

Complete Sibley Farm red barn with
Blue Earth County agricultural history

Sibley Park, established in 1887 and named for Minnesota’s 
first Governor, Henry Hastings Sibley, has a rich history. The red 
barn shelter is a popular spot and is used regularly for birthday 
parties and other celebrations. This makes it a great location to 
feature how Sibley Park grew into the dynamic destination it is 
today and to teach about the significance of agriculture in the 
region. 

Opportunity=$50,000

A window to legacy

Photo provided by Bud and Shirley 
Lawrence family, courtesy of SPX 
Sports.



Wedding ground improvements in Sibley Park

Wedding structures add a touch of elegance to outdoor 
wedding celebrations. These amenities can add another 
destination purpose to Sibley Park. 

Opportunity=up to $50,000

Murals

Mural art can provide interesting artistic perspectives that 
can tell a story, inspire, energize and provoke thought. 
Public art contributes to civic pride and benefits the 
community by adding beauty to city streets, buildings and 
other areas.  

Opportunity=$7,000 to $30,000

Artistic bicycle racks

Artistic bicycle racks promote the arts as well as the 
environment by encouraging bicycling as an alternative 
mode of transportation. These bicycle racks help enhance 
and positively impact quality of life by placing art in the 
community. They provide a unique and interesting way to 
showcase art that can be used and shared by the public. 

Opportunity=$5,000

Heritage plaques

Heritage plaques are opportunities to communicate and 
educate about Mankato’s local history. These plaques are 
placed at key areas throughout the city to teach about each 
site’s historical significance.

Opportunity=$2,100 and above 

 

Photo by Christopher Seliga

©Photo by Cedar Valley Arboretum 
and Botanic Gardens

Mobile community police station/emergency command 
post and response trailer 

During emergency situations, it’s important that public safety 
staff be on scene to manage the incident. A mobile community 
police station/emergency command post gives public safety staff 
and emergency response teams needed access to technology, 
tools and equipment. As part of Mankato’s community 
governance program, a mobile command post can also be used 
for training and to support community events, such as an air 
show. Since public safety volunteers are important in a variety of 
situations, an emergency response trailer can be helpful as they 
provide assistance in emergencies and at events.

Opportunity=$35,000 and above 

Computerized training simulator

Police officers need to make tough decisions in challenging 
situations. Training is important to help manage the many 
scenarios they potentially face. A computerized simulator is a tool 
to practice various scenarios to help enhance decision-making 
skills, diffuse situations and determine proper use of force. 

Opportunity=up to $50,000 

Jaws of Life

This opportunity saves. First responders need high quality 
tools because they are some of the most effective ways to save 
someone. Time is of the essence when people are trapped. The 
golden hour begins at the time of injury to the time they enter the 
emergency room. Anything to reduce this time greatly increases 
an individual’s chance of survival. 

Opportunity=$15,000

Defibrillators for city service vehicles

Time is of the essence in heart attack situations, with chances 
of survival decreasing up to 10 percent when a defibrillator is 
not available. Since city staff are regularly out managing city 
services, defibrillators in each vehicle can help increase an 
individual’s chance of survival.

Opportunity=$4,000 each

A window to legacy



Reflection pool

Timeless and serene, reflection pools can enhance a park’s 
appeal and natural beauty and serve as a point of interest. 
A unique opportunity is to place a reflection pool near the 
children’s memorial in Erlandson Park as a place for reflection 
and meditation. 

Opportunity=$20,000

Holiday lights

Old Town Holiday Lights

Holiday lights can add a nostalgic feel to Old Town Mankato. 
An idea is to reintroduce holiday lights from Plum Street to 
Madison Avenue. 

Historic holiday lights at the R.D. Hubbard House

The R.D. Hubbard House on Broad Street is an opportunity 
for residents and visitors to step back in time. Holiday lights 
would add a touch of style to the house’s surroundings to help 
celebrate the season and can be enjoyed by all. 

Opportunity=up to $20,000

History walk

Add a history walk that starts at Walnut and Second streets 
and weaves into and through the Mankato Place Mall. 
Informational signage along the walk’s path will educate 
about Mankato’s history from the formation of the river 
through today. Visual graphics and art will help tell Mankato’s 
story and link our past to our future. 

Opportunity=$5,000 and above 

Old Town holiday lights 
courtesy of the Blue Earth 

County Historical Society

Holidays at the R.D. Hubbard 
House by Jack Madsen, 

Good Thunder

Street banners featuring local art

Recognize and share artistic talents of local artists by 
supporting street banners. The arts can have significant 
positive impacts and enhance the community. 

Opportunity=$3,000

Signal box art

Signal box art contributes to the vitality and attractiveness of 
city streets. This project provides an opportunity for artists to 
showcase talent while contributing to quality look and feel of 
Mankato’s urban landscape. 

Opportunity=$1,000

Disc golf course signage

Signage can enhance Mankato’s 18-hole disc golf course. Key 
information, such as hole location and par, would be provided 
to create a professional disc golf course look and feel.

Opportunity=$5,000

Off-leash dog area

Since Kiwanis Recreation Area provides areas for dogs, it 
makes it popular for owners to bring their pets here. As use of 
the park grows, so does the need to expand its dog park area. 

Opportunity=$5,000

Historical plaques for designated local properties

Historical plaques are opportunities to recognize properties 
and places that are locally significant to Mankato’s history 
and heritage. 

Opportunity=$2,500

A window to legacy

Photo by Jason Bennett



Interpretative plaques

Interpretative plaques help celebrate the rich heritage of a 
community. They are designed to educate and raise awareness 
about local history. Smaller interpretative plaques can be used as 
campground lot markers in Land of Memories Park, or as larger 
plaques in other key areas, such as Mankato’s City Center, on history 
walks and in playgrounds. 

Opportunity=$2,500 

Benches 

Benches help build community in town centers and other public 
spaces. In addition to providing a place to sit and relax, they can also 
serve as a tribute to a loved one or friend. Benches placed in key 
areas enable people to enjoy an area safely. 

Opportunity=up to $1,500

Bicycle racks

Mankato has been recognized as a bicycle friendly community. Bike 
racks throughout the city would help support bicyclists by providing 
locations bikes can be parked. 

Opportunity=$250

Trees for Life

Trees provide a living memorial to honor a loved one’s memory. It is 
also an option to commemorate the birth of a child. A plaque at the 
Intergovernmental Center, 10 Civic Center Plaza, displays the names 
of those honored.

Trees cost $100 and up (depending on tree size). An engraved 
marker can be purchased for around $200. All contribute to 
reforestation efforts throughout the city.

Opportunity=$100 and up

Boulevard trees

Leave a legacy and keep a great thing growing—plant a boulevard 
tree. Planting trees has many benefits. They conserve energy, reduce 
pollution and enhance property values and neighborhood livability. 
City trees also add the soft touch of nature to busy lives. 

Opportunity=$75

Have another idea about how you can leave a  legacy?
Contact Mankato’s city manager at 507-387-8695.

Note: Costs represented throughout the Wish Book are approximate.
Photo by Julie Thorleifson
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