
Well-qualified employees 
serve Mankato citizens

Initiative and effort are commendable qualities in employees who 
achieve advanced licensure. Each of the individuals below passed an 
exam to earn licensure. Class “A” is the highest level of licensure.

We Salute
The city of Mankato is pleased to 

honor these employees for their years 
of dedicated and valuable service to 

Mankato residents. 

35 years
Mary Fralish, public works

30 years
Terry Fogal, public works-utilities

Donald Nies, engineering
Marilyn Northamer, community development-housing 

Jerry Pischke, public works-parks
Steve Radzak, engineering

Jon Wachter, public works-central garage

25 years
Steve Biedscheid, community development-housing

Jim Braunshausen, public works-streets
Gary Otto, public works-streets

Kriste Saffert, finance

20 years
Becky Erickson, public safety-police

Linda Jacobson, information technology
Melissa Myers, public safety-police

Philip Shores, community development-housing
Todd Wiens, engineering

15 years 
Chris Buller, information technology

Renae Kopischke, City Manager’s office
David Poehler, public works-transit
Allen Schmidt, public safety-police
Troy Shumski, public works-utilities

10 years 
Jason Bennett, public safety-police
Matt DuRose, public safety-police

Laura Elvebak, Minnesota Valley Council of 
Governments/human resources

Ruth Johnson, community development-housing
Mark Koch, public works-utilities

Cheryl Lindquist, City Manager’s office
Dan Randolph, public works-utilities

5 years  
Judy Akemann, community development-inspections
Derek Barden, community development-inspections

Jim Eggersdorfer, public safety-police
Paul Eisenmenger, public works-utilities

Ryan Eliason, public works-parks
Jessica Ellis, public safety-police
Dan Fischer, public works-streets
Adam Gray, public safety-police

Sean Hayes, public safety-fire
Sheila Huber, human resources

Blaine Johnson, public works-transit
John Judd, public safety-police

Vicki Kopischke, public safety-administration
Casey McCabe, community development

Julia McCandless, public safety
Tina Morganthall, public information-customer service

Matt Potocnik, information technology

Mark Knoff appointed  
to Clean Water 

Council
Gov. Tim Pawlenty has appointed Mark Knoff, 
Mankato’s director of public works, to the 
state’s Clean Water Council. Knoff, who has a 
doctorate from Purdue University, is responsible 
for Mankato’s wastewater treatment and water 
treatment plants, transportation services, 
infrastructure, parks and garbage and recycling 

collection. A registered professional engineer, he has three years 
of service with the city of Mankato. He previously served as the 
public works director for the city of Faribault. He is retired from the 
United States Air Force, where he served as a helicopter pilot and an 
engineering instructor at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. 

Matt DuRose  
earns statewide honor

Matt DuRose, detective commander with the 
Mankato Department of Public Safety, received 

the Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension (BCA) Law 
Enforcement Management 
Series certificate. He was 
one of 58 people statewide 
who earned this honor. 

The certificate is awarded 
to those in law enforcement 
who complete a rigorous 
training program at BCA 
headquarters in St. Paul that 
addresses issues they face in 
their roles. 

Setting the pace 
The Minnesota Public Employer Labor Relations Association 
presented Mankato’s human resources staff with the Pacesetter 
Award. This honor is given to people who have demonstrated 
innovative leadership in public sector labor relations. 

“The human resources team is committed to creating innovative 
systems and processes that will allow employees to serve the Mankato 
community in the best way possible,” said Krista Amos, director of 
human resources. “Receiving the Pacesetter Award highlights our 
organization’s commitment to efficient and responsive service.” 

Talamantez receives 
award from  

Central States 
Water Environment 

Association
Tony Talamantez, utilities infrastructure 
superintendent, was awarded the 2010 Golden 
Manhole Society award from the Central States 
Water Environment Association. Members must 
exhibit significant contributions and positively 
contribute to the betterment of individuals 
in water distribution systems or wastewater 
collection systems. 

 Jim Archer, 
public works-wastewater,  
Class “C”

 Josh Gad, 
public works-wastewater,  
Class “C”

 Kyle Hinrichs, 
public works-water,  
Class “A”

 Bobby Hoolihan, 
public works-water,  
Class “C”

Mike Kaderlick,  
public works-water,  
Class “A”

 Jason Westphal, 
public works-wastewater, 
Class “A” 

 Scott Zarn, 
public works-central 
garage, automotive  
service excellence 
certification

Tony Talamantez, infrastructure superintendent

Mankato’s human resources staff pictured left to right: Laura Elvebak, Minnesota 
Valley Council Government program administrator; Krista Amos, director of 
human resources; Diane Biedscheid, administrative secretary, Elizabeth Ulman, 
human resources coordinator; Cindy Krone, safety and loss control coordinator; 
and Sheila Huber, human resources technician.

Matt DuRose, 
detective commander 
with the Mankato 
Department of Public 
Safety

Mark Knoff, director 
of Mankato Public 
Works


