
The Blue Angels have selected the city of Mankato as one of its 
35 nationwide performances in 2012.

Jim Jones, utilities superintendent.

Sign up to receive snow emergency alerts by text 
message.
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City of Mankato selected as one of 
35 locations nationwide to host The 
Blue Angels

The Navy Flight 
Demonstration 
Squadron, The 
Blue Angels, 
announced its 
show schedule 
for the 2012 
season, and the 
city of Mankato 
was selected as 
one of 35 
locations 

nationwide where the Blue Angels are scheduled to 
perform Saturday, June 9 and Sunday, June 10, 2012.

In The Blue Angels press release “Demonstration sites 
are selected in support of the Department of Defense 
objectives and in the interest of the armed services with 
safety as the primary consideration. Performances greatly 
assist in the recruiting and retention goals for the military 
services, enhance esprit de corps among uniformed men 
and women and demonstrate the professional skills and 
capabilities of the Naval services to the American public 
and U.S. allies.”

"We were honored to be selected for this event and 
worked hard to meet the specific eligibility criteria 
required of the hundreds of applications that were 
submitted for the opportunity,” said City Manager 
Patrick Hentges. "The Blue Angels air show can 
potentially draw tens of thousands of people to Mankato 
and produce significant economic impact for our local 
businesses."

Read more about this upcoming event online.

Special flag presentation starts first 
City Council meeting of the year 
A special city of Mankato flag and U.S. flag were 
presented by the American Legion Post 11 Color Guard, 

Give Mankato "your take"
"Your take" is an online opportunity for citizens to give 
their perspectives about topics posted by the city of 
Mankato. Past topics include Mankato's budget and 
strategic plan, Night to Unite and citizen volunteer 
opportunities. The recent "your take" focuses on 
Mankato's "Hot Spots," which feature city places and 
spaces, such as outdoor ice rinks, the Pergola in Sibley 
Park and the North Riverfront Trail. Give "your take" on 
what other city service areas should be featured in a "Hot 
Spot." 

For more information, contact public information staff at 
507-387-8516.

Well-qualified employees serve 
Mankato citizens 
Initiative and effort are 
commendable qualities in 
employees who achieve 
advanced licensure.  
 
Jim Jones, public works-utilities 
superintendent-water, recently 
earned a class “A” license—the 
highest level. Jones supervises 
and coordinates operations at 
Mankato’s water treatment 
plant, including preventative, 
corrective and emergency maintenance. 

Avoid being towed--sign up for 
snow emergency alerts
Be one of the first to 
know about Mankato 
snow emergencies by 
subscribing to receive 
snow emergency alerts 
by text message. Learn 
more about Mankato’s 
snow and ice control 
efforts. Additional ways 
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The American Legion Post 11 Color Guard, Boy 
Scout troop 4 and Cub Scout Andrew Johnson 
present the flags.

 
Commanders Scott LeBrun and Don Lehne hook a 
hose up to a fire hydrant.

Boy Scout troop 4 and 
Cub Scout Andrew 
Johnson at the January 
10 City Council 
meeting.

The flags were mailed 
to Mankato City 
Engineer Jeff Johnson 
(Andrew's dad), who is 
serving in the military 

for a year in Afghanistan. The flags were flown in 
Afghanistan, and now they will be flown in Mankato at 
the Intergovernmental Center, 10 Civic Center Plaza.

Adopt a fire hydrant today
Help us help you by 
adopting a city of 
Mankato fire hydrant to 
keep it clear of snow. 
Doing so helps give 
firefighters access to 
hydrants in case of an 
emergency, which can 
help save lives. It can 
also help save costs. 
Although hydrants are 
designed to break off if 
hit, sometimes they can 
break. The cost to 
repair a broken hydrant 
can range from $600 to 
a few thousand dollars depending on the type of damage. 

Learn more about adopting a fire hydrant by watching 
the latest City Update on Mankato's website, Facebook or 
on public access channels 10 (HickoryTech) or 12 
(Charter):

Sundays at 6:55 a.m.•
Mondays at 12:55 p.m.•
Tuesdays at 9:55 p.m.•
Wednesdays at 1:55 p.m.•
Thursdays at 8:55 a.m.•
Fridays at 4:55 p.m.•
Saturdays at 6:55 p.m.•

Featured in this City Update are Director of Public
Safety, Todd A. Miller, Commanders Scott LeBrun and 
Don Lehne, and resident Paul Brandon.

For more information about adopting a fire hydrant, or to 
get help with a buried fire hydrant, contact staff with the 
Mankato Department of Public Safety at 507-387-8792. 
To report a damaged fire hydrant contact public works 
staff at 507-387-8660.  

to learn all the latest about snow emergencies in 
Mankato:

Subscribe to receive city news updates by email.•
Subscribe to receive notifications about Mankato's 
snow emergency messages on Facebook.

•

Subscribe to Mankato's snow emergency messages
on Twitter.

•

Telephone Mankato's snow emergency line at 507-
387-9001, 24-hour service.

•

Residents who have children in Mankato Area Public 
Schools are encouraged to sign up to receive email and 
text message alerts about school news and events, 
general reminders and emergency information. Or, call 
507-386-4777, 24-hour service. Sign up online.

For more information about signing up for snow 
emergency alerts or Mankato Area Public Schools alerts, 
contact public information staff at 507-387-8692.

Community grant proposals 
accepted through February 25
The Mankato City Council is seeking proposals from non
-profit groups and/or individuals serving the greater 
Mankato area. Grant money is available in the following 
categories:

Community performing arts and music--to enhance 
public performances in various genres of music 
and performing arts

•

Beautification projects and public art--to beautify 
and improve the community and public spaces

•

Community social service--to provide social
services that enhance quality of life and 
independence of service to recipients/clients

•

Community events--to provide opportunities of 
gathering for citizens which result in a positive 
economic impact

•

A total of $22,500 is available. View program guidelines 
(including funding levels, eligibility, etc.). Complete an 
online application or an application is available at the 
Intergovernmental Center, 10 Civic Center Plaza by 
contacting 507-387-8690. The application deadline is 
4:30 p.m. Friday, February 25. Submission of an 
application does not guarantee funding.

For more information, contact city staff at 507-387-8609.

Affordable housing opportunities
Applications are being accepted for Orness Plaza, an 
affordable housing opportunity for qualified applicants. 
Orness Plaza, 900 Hope Street, is certified in Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) and
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Mankato resident Barb Maher cross-
country skis in Rasmussen Woods.

Sibley Park Lights by Jeri Clement, Mankato.

More than 3,000 Christmas trees 
recycled
Mankato’s recent Christmas tree recycling effort resulted 
in more than 3,000 trees being mulched into 29 tons of 
woodchips to be used in city parks. This effort, a value-
added opportunity to Mankato’s garbage and recycling 
service, has been provided to residents for the past 20 
years.  
 
“Tree recycling helps to make a more sustainable 
community,” said Brian Hagberg, city forester. “Reusing 
Christmas trees in the parks is environmentally friendly.”

Learn more about Mankato’s recycling efforts. For more 
information, contact public works staff at 507-387-8580. 

Apply to serve on a city of Mankato 
citizen committee
Citizens are encouraged to take an active role in local 
government by applying to serve on one of the following 
city of Mankato citizen committees:

Charter Commission•
Appointments Committee•
Board of Review•
Environmental Committee•
Heritage Preservation Commission•
Joint Civil Service Commission•
Mass Transit User Group•
Multi-Modal Transportation Committee•
Planning Commission•

Learn more about citizen committees, and apply online. 
Please submit applications by Friday, February 25. Those 
appointed will begin their term Friday, July 1. For more 
information, contact staff at 507-387-8626.

Winter activities in  
Mankato’s parks
Winter is still a great time to 
get out and enjoy the outdoors. 
Consider cross-country skiing, 
or ice skating at the following 
Mankato parks:  
 
Cross-country skiing   
Kiwanis Recreation Area 
Highway 169

Land of Memories Park 
Amos Owen Lane 

nationally-recognized as a high performance green 
building. Features include geothermal heating, an atrium, 
central air, community dining room, fish pond, fitness 
center, game/billiards room, library, reserved parking 
stalls for more fuel-efficient hybrid vehicles and a 
walking bridge and track.  
 
Learn more about Orness Plaza. Another housing 
opportunity available for qualified applicants is the 
Breckenridge Townhomes in Eagle Lake. For more 
information, or to apply, contact housing staff at 507-387
-8636. 

Property donations sought for 
public safety training
The Mankato Department of Public Safety is seeking 
residential or commercial property that may be set for 
demolition or donated for firefighter training. The 
opportunity to train using a fire provides firefighters with 
a hands-on experience they cannot get in a classroom.  
 
“This type of training helps our staff be better prepared in 
actual incidents because they are working with a live 
burn and have to use the same skill sets they would in an 
actual fire,” said Todd A. Miller, director of public 
safety.

Not only does the donation help provide firefighters 
additional educational opportunities, those who donate 
will also see a benefit.  
 
“Property owners who donate a home or business 
building for training may receive a tax deduction,” said 
Trudy Kunkel, acting deputy commander.  
 
For more information or to donate property, contact 
public safety staff at 507-387-8577. 

Enter Mankato’s 2012 city calendar 
photo contest
Capture your favorite 
winter Mankato places 
and spaces and enter 
photos in Mankato’s 
2012 city calendar 
contest. Everyone is 
welcome to participate. 
Entry forms are 
available online. Learn 
more about the contest.

Mankato’s 2011 city calendar is available online or at the 
Intergovernmental Center, 10 Civic Center Plaza.
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Lion’s Park 
491 Homestead Drive 

Rasmussen Woods 
555 Stoltzman Road 

Sibley Park 
900 Park Lane  
 
Ice rinks  
Ice rinks are available for use at no cost. No hockey is 
allowed on general ice skating rinks. See a Mankato "Hot 
Spot" featuring Mankato's ice rinks. 
 
Alexander Park (lighted) 
900 Main Street  
• hockey rink  
• general ice skating rink  
 
Dotson Park 
1010 Oak Knoll Boulevard  
• general ice skating rink  
 
Erlandson Park 
101 North Belmont Drive  
• general ice skating rink  
 
Stoltzman Road Park (lighted) 
521 West Pleasant Street  
• hockey rink  
• general ice skating rink  
 
See a complete list of Mankato park amenities. For more 
information, contact public works staff at 507-387-8649.

Apply to serve with the Mankato 
Department of Public Safety
Applications are being accepted for volunteer 
firefighter and part-time police officer positions with the 
city of Mankato. Learn more about these opportunities 
and download applications online.

For more information about serving as a volunteer 
firefighter, contact public safety staff at 507-387-8792. 
To learn more about serving as a part-time police officer, 
contact public safety staff at 507-387-8791. 

Dates to keep in mind
The city of Mankato offices will be closed on Monday, 
February 21 in observance of President’s Day. Although 
city offices will be closed, garbage and recycling will not 
be affected.  
 

For more information about the contest or to receive a 
city calendar, contact Mankato’s public information staff 
at 507-387-8692.

Elk’s Nature Center events
Save the dates for upcoming activities at Elk's Nature 
Center in Rasmussen Woods, 555 Stoltzman Road:

Backyard bird watching lunch and learn  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursday, February 10  
 
Discover the joys of bird watching with local bird expert 
John Nelson. Bring a sack lunch. Call VINE at 507-387-
1666 to register. There is no cost for this event.

Get involved with the Great Backyard Bird Count  
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m., Thursday, February 17  
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday, February 18

Learn how to join tens of thousands of volunteers 
counting birds in their own backyards, local parks or 
wildlife refuges. Registration is required, but there is no 
cost for this event. To register for Thursday, February 17, 
call VINE at 507-387-1666. To register for Friday, 
February 18, contact staff at Elk’s Nature Center at 507-
387-8585 or 507-387-8501.

Full moon hike  
7:15 p.m., Friday, February 18

Come explore the woods with us in the moonlight. 
Registration is required, but there is no cost for this 
event. All ages welcome.

For more information about events at Elk’s Nature 
Center, contact staff at 507-387-8585 or 507-387-8501. 

Upcoming events at the Verizon 
Wireless Center

MSU Maverick Men's Hockey vs. Bemidji State  
7:37 p.m., Friday, February 4  
7:07 p.m., Saturday, February 5 
 
RV Show  
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday, February 11  
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday, February 12  
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, February 13

HINDER with Saving Abel and My Darkest Days  
7 p.m., Tuesday, February 15  
 
MSU Maverick Men's Hockey vs. Minnesota Duluth  
7:37 p.m., Friday, February 18  
7:07 p.m., Saturday, February 19
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Sign up for Mankato's online utility 
billing service and save.

Mankato's city bus is the clean air alternative. Call 507-
625-RIDE (7433).

Here to serve you, a guide to useful contact 
information.

Editor 
507-387-8692

Printable newsletter 
(PDF)

For more information contact public works staff at 507-
387-8649. 

Go green and save
Take advantage of Mankato’s 
online utility billing services 
and help the environment while 
saving time and money. By 
signing up residents will:

save $2 each month by 
having utility bill paid 
using electronic fund 
transfer.

•

save $1 each month by using the city’s paperless 
billing option.

•

Signing up is easy. Contact city of Mankato staff at 507-
387-8672, or fill out an online application and mail to:  
 
City of Mankato  
Water Billing  
Intergovernmental Center  
10 Civic Center Plaza  
P.O. Box 3368  
Mankato, MN 56002-3368  
 
For more information, contact city of Mankato staff at 
507-387-8672. 

Connect with local government on 
Facebook and Twitter
Did you know the city of Mankato, the City Council and 
City Manager Patrick Hentges are on Facebook? Interact 
with local and government officials. Twitter is another 
option to get Mankato news.

For more information, contact public information staff at 
507-387-8692. 

Ride the bus with us
Mankato’s city bus 
gets riders to their 
destination on time 
and provides 
convenient, reliable 
and affordable 
transportation. See 
Mankato’s bus 
routes, fares and 
more online, or call 
507-625-RIDE.  
 

Baby & Kids Expo  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, February 26  
 
Southern Minnesota Wedding Expo  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday, February 27  
 
MSU Maverick Men's Hockey vs. Alaska-Anchorage  
7:37 p.m., Friday, March 4  
7:07 p.m., Saturday, March 5  
 
Sign up for EventMail to receive upcoming Verizon 
Wireless Center event information. 

“Here to serve you”  
One location for contact information

“Here to serve you” 
provides helpful phone 
numbers, addresses and 
email addresses for the city 
of Mankato and Mankato 
Area Public Schools as 
well as useful 24-hour 
phone numbers.  
 
For more information, 
contact public information 
staff at 507-387-8692.

24-hour city 
services

Public safety: 911•
Customer service online•
Graffiti hotline: 507-387-8610•
Street maintenance requests: 507-345-0600  
Report street maintenance items any time using the 
24-hour service number.

•

File a police report online•
Snow emergencies: 507-387-9001•
Water: 507-387-8661•
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Have your ad seen throughout Mankato by advertising on 
a city bus. For more information, contact public works 
staff at 507-387-8655.  
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